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which the noblest in the land had been made to suffer", concludes
with a hope that "the time for deliverance will come at last, and
the virgins will announce it with songs of joy, and the skies will
shower their flowers'*. This prophecy was written in Southern
India at a time when Shivaji's name was not known beyond his
Jahagir in Poona, but Colonel Wilkes testifies that the application
of it was by universal agreement made to the deliverance which
Raja Shivaji was the instrument of effecting by his genius and his
arms before the century had far advanced.
While the Musalman chroniclers denounced Shivaji as a galim
or freebooter, the writers of native Bakhars or chronicles, true to
the ancient Puranic ideal, ascribed this deliverance to the Earth
in form of a cow supplicating help from above, and the god of gods
promising to come to the relief of his oppressed worshippers in
the shape of a new incarnation. It is in the spirit of the same
fond superstition that native historians trace for Shivaji a fabled
descent from the royal house of Udepur. Shivaji was neither a
robber nor an incarnation, nor did he derive his strength from
his supposed Rajput descent. He was nobly born in being Shahajf s
and Jijai's son, and nobly connected in that his mother was a
daughter of Lakhoji Jadhavrao, and his wife, daughter of the
famous Jagdevrao Naik Nimbalkar. To be born of such a father
and mother was a privilege of greater value than any that legend
or fable could confer on young Shivaji. He was a man whose
strength lay in his realizing in his person the best aspirations of
the age and the race to which he belonged. Such men are not
born without long preparation nor out of their time or in a
country where the popular mind has not been educated to
appreciate and support them.
The impulse which animated men to take a more hopeful
view of the situation was not the result of mere secular or
calculating prudence ; such prudence was well personified in the old
tutor to whom Shivaji's education and training had been consigned
by his father. He represented the past while the heart of the young
boy under his charge was bursting with the hopes of a brighter
future. Prudence was well represented in his grandfather Lakhoji
Jadhavrao and his father Shahaji, who transferred their services
from state to state and turned their faces from the setting to the
rising sun and felt no higher faith in them. All accounts agree in
describing Shivaji from his early youth as being intensely fond of
hearing the old epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata. He would
walk many miles to attend a Katlna or recital of them by specially
noted preachers. Shivaji's mind was cast in an intensely religious
mould, and he continued to be, above all, religious throughout his